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Gainesville District Office

11530 Northwest 39th Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32606
(352) 372-8543

Keystone Heights District Office
P.O. Box 308; 10 Citrus Dr.
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
(352) 473-4917

Lake City District Office
1797 S.W. SR 47
Lake City, FL 32025
(386) 752-7447

Orange Park District Office
734 Blanding Blvd.
Orange Park, FL 32065
(904) 272-2456

Palatka District Office
300 North SR 19
Palatka, FL 32177
(386) 328-1432

Salt Springs District Office
P.O. Box 5500; C.R. 316
Salt Springs, FL 32134
(352) 685-2111
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How Much
Electricity
did you buy today?

How to budget for
electricity usage
Every family has its own lifestyle and its
own energy needs. Trying to get the most
from your energy dollar without causing
discomfort or changes in your family’s
lifestyle is a challenge, but can be worth
a small amount of extra effort.
One way of controlling energy costs is
by budgeting kilowatt hour usage. One
kilowatt hour is equal to the electricity
needed to burn ten 100-watt light bulbs
for one hour. Learning how to read your
meter will let you keep track and record
how much electricity you’re using from
day to day and month to month. Follow
these four easy steps to budget your
family’s electricity use:
STEP 1 Estimate the amount of
money you can afford to spend for
electricity each month. Remember
that electricity use varies from season
to season depending on heating and
cooling needs. Determine the number
of kilowatt hours (kWh) you can
afford to use. Your district office can
tell you how much a certain amount
of kWh will cost.
STEP 2 Divide the desired monthly
amount of kWh by the number of
days in the month and you get a
daily average. For example, if you
decided you could afford 1,200
kWh per month and there were
30 days in the month, your daily
average use should be 40 kWh.

STEP 3 Read your electric meter
daily at the same time each day.
It’s important that the meter is read
at about the same time each day
so you’ll know exactly how much
electricity has been used during the
24-hour period.
STEP 4 Use the chart on the back
of this brochure to record your
daily meter readings and compare
with your allotted energy budget.
If you need to reduce your daily
kWh total, try reducing your use of
appliances that consume the most
electricity.

Here’s how to read your
electric meter
If your meter is digital, you can read it
right off the display.
If your meter is analog, read each dial
from right to left and write them down
in the same order. Some dials turn
clockwise and some counterclockwise,
but don’t let this confuse you. Each
dial hand rotates in the direction of
the increasing numbers. If the hand is
between two numbers, read the number
the hand has just passed. For example,
if the dial hand has passed 5 but is
not yet to 6, read that dial as 5. Write
down the number from each dial from
right to left. Practice on the following
examples:

Example 1
8705 kilowatts
On some four-dial meters it is
necessary to multiply the reading
by 10. This is indicated by “X 10”
on the face of the meter.

Example 2

43894 kilowatts

You may have difficulty determining
the number to record if the dial
hand is pointing directly to the
number. For example, in the above
illustration, is the dial hand in the
dial second from the left pointing
to 4 or 3? In this case, read it as a
3 rather than a 4 because the dial
immediately to the right has not yet
passed 0.

Example 3

05049 kilowatts

